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Jackson, Josephine, Klamath, Lake, and Curry Counties

Rogue Valley 
Food Summit
Come Celebrate a 
Year’s Worth of Work 
and Engage in the 
Exciting Collaborative 
Plans to Improve the 
Rogue Valley Food 
System
Fri., March 8, 8:30 A.M. to 4 P.M., 
New Beginnings Church, 270 West 
Evans Creek Road, Rogue River, OR. 
Cost: $15 if you register before March 
5. A limited number of spaces will be 
available at the door for $20.

Come hear keynote speaker Mark 
Winne, author of Closing the Food 
Gap: Resetting the Table in the Land 
of Plenty, and engage in some valu-
able breakout sessions on food access, 
community gardening, local food 
marketing, mapping the food system, 
and much more. Registration and 
more details are available here: 
www.tinyurl.com/b79dnln.
Presented by ACCESS, Thrive and the 
Food System Steering Committee, with 
funding from Ashland Food Co-op.

It has just come to our attention that 
Lower Klamath and Tule Lake National 
Wildlife Refuges (NWRs) are, right now, 
being required to deliver 5,600 acre feet 
of water from the refuge to the Klamath 
River. The Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) 
maintains this is being done so the 
agency will not have to otherwise release 
additional water from Upper Klamath 
Lake. While the BOR claims it needs to 
do so to maintain Upper Klamath lake 
levels for endangered species purposes, it 
is also doing so for the principal purpose 
of “recharging” the lake to its maximum 
elevation prior to the onset of the 2013 
irrigation season.

Specifically BOR maintains it is neces-
sary to take this water from the lower 
Klamath wildlife refuges, so it can meet 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
Biological Opinion minimum require-
ments for lake elevations for endangered 
fish spawning in Upper Klamath Lake in 
the late winter and early spring. 

Right now, 3,600 acre feet are to come 
from Tule Lake NWR, and 2,000 acre 
feet will come from Lower Klamath 
NWR. And this is just for February. 
There could be additional calls for this 
same amount of water (or more) to be 
delivered from the refuge (to the river) in 
March. To add insult to injury, the refuge 
additionally is responsible for paying the 

Water Starved Klamath Basin Refuges 
Being Required to Drain Refuge Marshes 
to Help Meet Upcoming 2013 Commercial 
Irrigation Water Demands

See Klamath, page 3

full costs of having this water pumped 
off refuge wetlands, prior to this year’s 
spring waterfowl migration.

Background 
The refuge and BOR have a memo-
randum of understanding that will allow 
BOR to take back up to 13,000 acre feet 
of the approximate 26,000 acre feet that 
has been delivered to the refuge since last 
fall (October 2012). Currently, Lower 
Klamath NWR has approximately 18,000 
acres of wetlands flooded, at a depth of 
only one foot high or less (providing little 
or no habitat for birds such as diving 
ducks).

Not releasing 5,600 acre feet from Upper 
Klamath Lake for immediate downstream 
river needs (to be taken instead from 
refuge marshes) is expected to only raise 
Upper Klamath Lake’s level by three-
quarters of an inch, providing only a 2 
percent increase in available spawning 
habitat for endangered suckers during 
this year’s late winter spawning period 
around lake edge springs. 

It is ironic that while the Klamath Falls 
office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) and BOR insists on 
water for slightly higher lake levels for 
endangered spawning Kuptu and Tsuam 
right now, these agencies leave no water 
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Plumbing 
Repair

DOMINIC SMITH
Independent Journeyman 

Plumber
Licensed • Insured • Bonded

CCB# 81462

Ashland, Oregon
541-482-1868
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New Sierra Club Climate Change Website
I wanted to be sure you knew that we recently unveiled the latest 
tool in our Obama Climate and Clean Energy Legacy Campaign, 
a newly designed website to bring together all the work we’re 
doing and show the strength of the climate movement.

During the 100 Days of Action on Climate, this new website can 
be found at both sierraclub.org/climatelegacy and at stand-
withtheplanet.com.

The website highlights the five planks of our climate legacy 
campaign, and also showcases the huge number of actions our 
supporters have taken during the 100 Days of Action. Another 
key feature Sierra Clubbers will find useful is its calendar, which 
displays upcoming 100 Days events. Go to http://standwiththe-
planet.com/#action and hit the “See Upcoming Events” button 
to check out the calendar.

Mary Anne Hitt, Director
Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal campaign

ALLEN G. DRESCHER
KRISTOFER J. WOMACK

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

21 South Second Street
Ashland, OR 97520

(541) 482-4935

 

www.ashlandoregonlawyer.com

Members: Request for Action

It has been nine months since the Hoopa Valley Tribe petitioned 
the Federal Regulatory Commission (FERC) to direct PacifiCorp 
to file a plan for decommissioning the dams and removing them.

The relicensing has permanently stalled (without FERC 
approval) as a result of the agreement between PacifiCorp and 
the authorities of California and Oregon not to process Pacifi-
Corp’s applications for water quality certification. The agree-
ment between the states and PacifiCorp prevents the dams from 
being decommissioned and removed. Until FERC takes affir-
mative action, PacifiCorp will continue to operate the Klamath 
Project on the terms of its expired 1950’s era license, and the 
public resources of the Klamath River will continue to suffer as 
the promise of voluntary dam removal by PacifiCorp has been 
and continues to be illusory.

It has been demonstrated in a recently released report from 
the Department of Interior that removal of the four dams will 
have a positive impact on the economy of the entire Klamath 
River Basin, will create a significant number of new jobs, and 
will significantly improve the economies of coastal California 
and Oregon dependent on commercial and sport salmon fish-

eries. These positive impacts may ameliorate the economic 
downturn and aid a national economic recovery. There is no 
justification to delay relicensing any further.

FERC has the power and authority to make PacifiCorp take the 
steps to remove the dams without obligating the federal govern-
ment to pay for the dams’ removal.

We ask that you, the readers of the Rogue Walker, please write 
letters to the Federal Regulatory Commission to take action as 
outlined in the Hoopa Petition, for the benefit of the Citizens of 
Oregon, California, and the United States.

You may use this letter or write your own.

Your letters should be addressed to: Kimberly D. Bose, Secre-
tary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street 
NE, Washington, DC 20246.

Thank you for your strong conservation action in this major 
ecological and economic issue.

John M. Sully
Issues Coordinator, Klamath Basin

ExCom Member, Rogue Group Sierra Club

http://sierraclub.org/climatelegacy
http://standwiththeplanet.com/
http://standwiththeplanet.com/
http://standwiththeplanet.com/#action
http://standwiththeplanet.com/#action
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in the lake’s near shore fish habitat at the end of the irrigation 
season each fall. Worst still, these marshes are annually drained 
by summer’s end, when water temperatures increase and the 
lake’s overall water quality becomes extremely degraded. This 
leaves all of Upper Klamath Lake’s marshes completely dewa-
tered and thus unable to perform their ecological water cleansing 
and restorative functions.

Over the last decade studies have shown virtually all of the 
endangered fishes’ young of the year are not surviving in Upper 
Klamath Lake beyond the month of August. See Herald & News 
article August 5, 2012: Suckers face extinction if mystery isn’t 
solved, http://www.heraldandnews.com/members/news/front-
page/article_b6f262f2-dec6-11e1-9f3c-001a4bcf887a.html, 
where Oregon State University fisheries professor Doug Markle, 
who “has been studying suckers in the Klamath Basin since 
1991” states, “When we first started, we found young suckers all 
over the place…Since 1999, we haven’t seen very many.”

On Thursday, February 21, the BOR reports Upper Klamath 
Lake as being at 4,141.05 feet elevation. (Full pool, as in April 
2012, reached 4,143.2 feet elevation, prior to the onset of last 
year’s irrigation season.)

Of course, the BOR will defend its present actions saying that 
it is only following the requirements of the ESA. However, this 
does not excuse the fact that BOR does not retain enough water 
in the lake at the end of the year to serve endangered fish’s 
spawning needs the following winter and spring. For example, 
this last October, Upper Klamath Lake was taken down to a 
record low of 4,137.66 feet elevation, nearly a foot and a half 
below the level of all of the lake’s water-cleansing marshes, 
denying significant habitat for the lake’s juvenile endangered 
fish.

According to a November 4, 2012 Herald and News article, the 
Bureau of Reclamation Klamath Basin Area Office Manager, 
Jason Phillips said that this very low lake level last fall was 
actually Upper Klamath Lake’s “lowest level in 18 years.” 
See: http://www.heraldandnews.com/members/news/front-
page/article_0ab7ac10-264f-11e2-b9d6-0019bb2963f4.
html#user-comment-area
While the difference between 4,137.66 and 4,139 feet elevation 
may not seem like a lot, because of Upper Klamath Lake’s large 
size, this equates to a storage capacity difference of 92,463 acre 
feet vs. 507,260 acre feet. Thus, this difference is equivalent to 
the roughly 400,000 acre feet that is delivered for irrigation each 
year for BOR’s entire Klamath Project.

The Klamath Falls office of the USFWS and BOR need to give 
full consideration to both the wildlife refuges as well as Klamath 
River Basin endangered species during all seasons of the year. 
Commercial agriculture should not receive so much water, 
particularly in drier years, which results in purposely pitting 
the refuges’ and the waterfowl’s welfare against the health and 
recovery of the basin’s endangered species. This is not a good 
use of the approximately $1 billion that have been spent (so 
far unsuccessfully) on the recovery of the Basin’s endangered 
species over the last two decades.

By Wendell Wood, Wildlands Interpreter
Oregon Wild
PO Box 1923

Brookings, OR 97415
www.oregonwild.org
ww@oregonwild.org

(707) 218-8355 cell
(707) 465-6541 land line (best)

Kalmath, from page 1
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The Rogue Group Sierra Club
The Rogue Group Sierra Club is one of six 
regional groups of the Oregon Chapter of 
the Sierra Club. The Sierra Club, originally 
formed by John Muir in 1892, now contains 
52 Chapters nationwide. Its purpose: 
To restore the quality of the natural 
environment and to maintain the integrity 
of ecosystems; to educate the public to 
the need to understand and support the 
objectives, and to study, explore and enjoy 
the wildlands.

www.oregon.sierraclub.org/groups/
rogue/

Executive Committee
Tom Dimitre Chair 541-488-4601
Bob Palzer Vice Chair 541-482-2492
Jack Methot Secretary
Gabe Howe  503-545-4911
John Sully  541-482-3246
Elaine Wood  541-597-2880
Kristi Johnson  541-608-7163
Conservation Coordinators
Forestlands Open
Wildlife Sally Mackler 541-846-6148
Air Quality Bob Palzer 541-482-2492
Fish John Sully 541-482-3246
Trails Open
Newsletter/Website Committee 
Tom Dimitre Media Chair
Kristi Johnson Editor, Rogue Walker
Christine Chumbler  Layout, Rogue Walker
Bill Meyer
Elaine Wood
Kris Biechler
Membership Committee
Open Chair 
Fundraising Committee
Open Chair
Grants Pass Section Chair
Open Chair
Klamath Basin Committee
Open Chair
Lyn Mattei Juniper Group
Mt. Ashland Committee
Tom Dimitre
John Sully
Outings Committee
Open Chair
Conservation Committee
Tom Dimitre Acting Chair
Joseph Vaile
John Sully
Treasurers
Paul Goff 
Janet Huntamer
Curry County Section
Al Collinet Chair 541-412-8444
Illinois Valley Section
Elaine Wood Chair 541-597-2880 
Jack Walker Vice Chair 541-597-2410

Other Events and Outings
Ashland Parks and Recreation
N MT Park Nature Center, 620 N Mountain Ave, Ashland 
541-488-6606 – www.NorthMountainPark.org
Sat., March 9, 1-2 P.M.–Worms & Composting for a Greener Planet 
This class will study live worms and discuss what they are, how they are built, what 
they do for the planet, and how important they are for composting. The program will 
offer information on building and maintaining a compost bin and worm bed at home. 
Please register online at www.ashland.or.us/register or call the North Mountain Park 
Nature Center. Ages 3 & up (under 7 must be accompanied by a parent/helper). Cost $7 
(no charge for accompanying adult).

Sat., March 16, 10 A.M.-12 P.M.–Seed Starting & Plant Propagation 
Learn successful seed starting methods, including cold stratifying seeds, so you will 
have a wider variety of plants for your gardens and save money at the same time. You 
will also learn how to propagate plants from cuttings and from layering. This is a hands-
on class and all materials are provided. Please register online at www.ashland.or.us/
register or call the North Mountain Park Nature Center. Ages 12 & up. Cost $12.

Sat., March 16, 2-4 P.M.–Natural Spring Cleaning (at Pioneer Hall in Lithia Park)
Learn how to combine familiar ingredients to make a variety of “green” cleaning prod-
ucts for your home. Participants will make and take home four different products and 
will receive recipes for several more. This class will help you save money and the envi-
ronment at the same time. Please register online at www.ashland.or.us/register or call 
the North Mountain Park Nature Center. Ages 13 & up (younger children may attend if 
accompanied by an adult). Cost $12.

KS Wild Winter Hikes
Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center 
P.O. Box 102, Ashland 97520, 541-488-5789, www.kswild.org
Sat., March 30, 9 A.M.-3 P.M., Takelma Gorge hike 
Come explore the spectacular Takelma Gorge where the rushing Rogue River has 
carved a 150 foot deep canyon through volcanic rock. Carpool leaves Evo’s Coffee 
in Ashland at 9 A.M. and Guitar Center in Medford at 10 A.M. Come prepared for all 
weather and bring water and lunch for this easy, 3-mile hike. Contact Morgan Lindsay 
at 541-488-5789 for more information. 

GMO-Free Jackson County
Mon.’s, 9-11 A.M. Organizational Meetings, in the Gresham Room of the Ashland 
Public Library 
The mission of GMO Free Jackson County is to protect the growth and propagation 
of non-genetically engineered plants and animals by banning the cultivation of GMOs in 
Jackson County. For more information go to www.gmofreejacksoncounty.org/index.
html

Oregon Wild
5825 North Greeley, Portland, 97217-4145
503-283-6343. Fax 503-283-0756
Wed., April 3, 6 P.M.-8 P.M., Oregon Wild Wednesday Presentation 
At the new Medford REI at 85 Rossanley Drive, Medford. Join featured speaker, broad-
caster, journalist, teacher, and citizen activist Russell Sadler, who served as the voice of 
Crater Lake National Park for years, and continues to write and work in support of civil 
rights, government transparency, and conservation. Also, Oregon Wild’s Wilderness 

See Events, page 5
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Only by going alone in silence, without 
baggage, can one truly get into the heart of 
the wilderness. All other travel is mere dust 
and hotels and baggage and chatter.  
–John Muir

Illinois Valley Activity  
Section Report
The IV Activity Section met on Wed., Feb. 13 in Cave Junction with the meeting 
convening at 7:10 P.M. The Jan. minutes and Treasurer’s Report were accepted 
unanimously.

Officer elections will be finalized at the March meeting. Post Office recycling of 
unwanted mail by patrons continues to be researched. Members are delighted that the 
Josephine County commissioners have voted down opening a riparian sensitive area to 
development in Cave Junction.

The group took up lengthy discussions on the fate of Forks State Park south of Cave 
Junction and the dangers of Biochar. Education on these issues is urged and articles in 
the local press and community centers’ newsletters were suggested.

Members will write letters to Governor Kitzhaber on the use of herbicides and pesti-
cides in Oregon. A prominent, local environmentalist was unanimously nominated by 
the IV Section for Senator Wyden’s proposed federal commission. The commission will 
focus on the economy and needs of small, stressed, rural communities. 

The meeting adjourned at 9 P.M. The IV Section meets the third Wed. of every month, 
alternating between Selma and Cave Junction, 6:30 social and 7 P.M. meeting. Call 
Elaine at 514-597-2880 for details. Refreshments are welcome, as is the public.

By Elaine Wood, Chair
IV Section

EUGENE K. ROBBINS, D.D.S.

Safe Mercury Removal

I.A.O.M.T Accredited
 1108 Iowa Street

Ashland, OR 97520
541-488-0726

   

  

  

  

  

EUGENE K. ROBBINS, 
D.D.S. 

Safe  Me rcury Rem oval  

I.A.O.M. T  Accred ited  
  
  

 1108 Iowa Street  

Coordinator Erik Fernandez will give a 
fun, interactive presentation on our Crater 
Lake-area Wilderness proposal. We’ll 
offer some tried-and-tested hiking and 
backpacking trails and outings in many 
of the roadless areas we believe are fit to 
be designated Wilderness around Crater 
Lake, so you can get out and see these 
classic Oregon locales for yourself.

Southern Oregon Climate 
Action Network (SOCAN)
soclimate.org/index.html  
541-301-4107
Tues., March 19, 6:30–8:30 P.M., 
General Meeting 
In the large community meeting room, 
Medford Public Library, 205 South 
Central, Medford 

Mission of SOCAN: 

• To acknowledge the urgency for 
bold action against climate change 

• To promote awareness and under-
standing about the cause and conse-
quences of climate change 

• To develop solutions and motivate 
concerned citizens to take action 

Events, from page 4

See Events, page 6

Crater Lake Wilderness Proposal Slideshow 
Umpqua Watersheds’ Wild on Wilderness Committee (WOW) has produced an exciting 
presentation on the Crater Lake Wilderness Proposal. This FREE slideshow will show-
case photographs taken from the air and from under water, the beauty of the spectacular 
trees, vistas, and rare hidden waterfalls in the Proposal, highlighting the need to protect 
these remaining wild areas. 

When adopted by Congress, the Crater Lake Wilderness will create 90 square miles of 
nearly unbroken wilderness along the backbone of the southern Oregon Cascades, with 
migration corridors up through the Umpqua National Forest, which are essential in these 
uncertain times of climate change. The high elevation, pristine forests provide cold, 
clean water for salmon fisheries as well as for our communities, and are the source of 
headwaters for several major rivers in southern Oregon, including the Klamath, Rogue, 
and Umpqua Rivers.

Come view the slideshow with us and join in a discussion of the proposed Crater Lake 
Wilderness area. Crater Lake, Oregon’s only national park, is an exceptionally special 
place in the hearts and minds of Oregonians and loved by visitors from around the 
world. 

Organization partners include Oregon Wild, Environment Oregon, and the Crater Lake 
Institute. 

The presentations will be held at: Corvallis Public Library, Main meeting room, 645 
NW Monroe Ave., Corvallis, on March 13 at 7 P.M.

Eugene Pubic Library, Bascom room, 100 West 10th St., Eugene, on March 14 at 6:30 
P.M. 

For more information contact: Umpqua Watersheds Office: 541-672-7065 or http://
www.umpqua-watersheds.org

http://www.oregonwild.org/wilderness/crater-lake-wilderness
http://www.oregonwild.org/wilderness/crater-lake-wilderness
http://soclimate.org/index.html
http://www.umpqua-watersheds.org
http://www.umpqua-watersheds.org
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Bulletin Board Notes

EXCOM Meeting
The next EXCOM meeting will be held in the 
Guanajuato Room of the Ashland Public Library at 
5:30 P.M., Mon., Mar. 11. Members are welcome. 
Meetings are held the second Mon. of each month. 
Please contact Tom Dimitre, 541-890-5022 for 
location, as site may change month-to-month.

Deadline
Articles for the next Walker are due the 15th of the 
month.

Website
www.oregon.sierraclub.org/groups/rogue/

Subscriptions 
Non-members receive the Walker for $15/year. (no Aug. 
issue). Send check to: Rogue Group Sierra Club, P.O. 
Box 727, Ashland, OR. 97520 

Change of Address
E-mail: address.changes@sierraclub.org 
Tel: 415-977-5649

Membership Application

5306

Book Reading
Tues., March 19, 6 P.M.–The Necessity 
of Adventure, Standing Stone Brewing 
Company, 101 Oak St., Ashland
Hear what award-winning author and 
recovering raft guide Jo Deurbrouck has 
learned from wild water, enjoy a river 
slideshow and stories from her new book, 
and let her transport you onto lovely 
rivers and grand adventures. Anything 
Worth Doing, a 2012 National Outdoor 
Book Award Winner, concerns the lives 
of two raft guides whose decade of river 
adventures started out beautifully and 
ended in tragedy. Deurbrouck’s book is a 
celebration of wild rivers and lives lived 
with purity and passion. Cost: free. Event 
Sponsors: Southern Oregon University 
and Momentum River Expeditions. 
Author’s website: www.anythingworth-
doing.com

Events, from page 5

Volunteers Needed!
An organization is only as strong as its members, and RGSC needs YOU! The 
following is the list of current volunteer positions for RGSC:

Newsletter Chair – ensures the monthly newsletter is ready for publishing and coor-
dinates newsletter volunteers. About 2-3 hours per month. 

Calendar Sales Committee (seasonal) – process calendar orders for mailing and 
make local deliveries. A few hours are needed, once or twice a month, October to 
January.

Website Manager – prefer someone with website experience (html/css) OR be an 
experienced computer user and willing to learn. Manages the RGSC website for local 
content but under the general direction of the Chapter Webmaster. Also maintains our 
LISTSERVICE. 4-6 hours a month.

If you are interested in any of these positions, or would like to volunteer in a way 
that is not specifically listed, please contact Tom Dimitre at 541-890-5022, email 
dimitre@MIND.NET or Kris Biechler at 541-840-7236, biechlerk@gmail.com.

http://www.oregon.sierraclub.org/groups/rogue/
http://www.anythingworthdoing.com/
http://www.anythingworthdoing.com/
mailto:dimitre@mind.net
mailto:biechlerk@gmail.com



