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But wait, there’s more! The Sierra Club made the news with  

our work to protect Oregon’s public lands too.

There were opinion pieces about our efforts to keep the State 

of Oregon from selling off important parcels of the Elliott State 

Forest to the timber industry. Our successful work to designate 

over 140,000 acres of High Value Conservation Areas in our 

state forests enjoyed significant media coverage. And we took 

advantage of a visit by the Sierra Club’s national executive 

director Michael Brune to meet with newspaper editors and 

key decision makers and to advance our work in protecting the 

forests surrounding Waldo Lake.

As you explore this year’s community report, you’ll realize that 

these are just a few examples of the newsworthy work that the 

Sierra Club’s volunteers and staff are carrying out every day.

You are a critical component of those efforts. Whether you’ve 

responded to one of our action alerts this year, attended a 

rally or campaign meeting, or made a meaningful financial 

contribution that allows us to continue this work, you were part 

of making these headlines.

Thank you so much for your support and everything you’ve done 

this year to ensure the Sierra Club’s growing success in Oregon!

It doesn’t matter whether you read The Oregonian with your 

morning coffee, listen to NPR on your drive into work, or sift 

through your Twitter feed while riding the bus; if you followed  

this year’s environmental news in Oregon, you know that the  

Sierra Club played a big role in creating some major headlines. 

Perhaps the biggest news this year came as a triple punch.

Late this summer three separate government agencies leveled 

debilitating blows against Ambre Energy’s proposed coal export 

facility in Boardman. In August the Oregon Department of 

State Lands denied a critical wetlands permit required for the 

company to begin construction. The Oregon Transportation 

Commission quickly followed by rejecting a $2 million grant that 

would have been used to build the terminal. And the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers put its review of the project on ice due to 

the state’s decision to require a full review of the water quality 

impacts of the proposal.

These actions didn’t happen by accident. They were the product of 

years of intense grassroots organizing, lobbying, public education, 

media communications, and legal advocacy carried out by the 

Sierra Club and our partners in the Power Past Coal coalition.

We are up against some powerful and well-funded enemies,  

and we are already fighting appeals and challenges to these 

agency decisions. But make no mistake these actions mark 

a huge victory for the Sierra Club and our partners, and it is 

clear that the work of the staff and volunteers involved in our 

campaign is forcing an end to the use of coal as an energy 

source in the Pacific Northwest.

Brian Pasko, Director of Oregon Chapter Sierra Club

brian.pasko@sierraclub.org   503-238-0442 x301

mAKinG tHe neWs



pRoteCtinG ouR publiC lAnds & WildliFe

The Elliott State Forest near Coos Bay has also been a focal 

point of our state forest work this year. We have been active in a 

campaign to stop the State Land Board from selling off portions 

of the Elliott to meet their constitutional mandate to support 

the Common School Fund. The Sierra Club is part of a coalition 

effort to find other ways to keep the school fund whole without 

selling off our public lands. We have engaged in the Department 

of State Lands’ stakeholder process to develop alternatives for 

the Elliott and will play a key role in legislative efforts to protect 

the forest in the 2015 session.

Meanwhile, we also worked to protect old-growth forests 

in central and eastern Oregon. Sierra Club volunteers again 

labored tirelessly this year to advance collaborative approaches 

that protect old-growth habitat and wildlife, create jobs in 

forest restoration, and reduce risk of wildfire near communities. 

Our volunteer leaders’ collaboration with the diverse array of 

stakeholders on the Deschutes Collaborative Land and Forest 

Restoration is working to achieve these goals in a vast area  

east of Bend while creating a model for future forest  

restoration efforts.

 

In 2014 we also built upon our efforts to secure permanent 

protection for the forests and waters of Waldo Lake — one 

of the world’s most pristine water bodies, high in the central 

Oregon Cascades. Following last year’s victory in the Oregon 

Legislature to ban floatplanes and motorboats on the lake, we 

have now formally launched a campaign to preserve nearly 

80,000 acres of wild, roadless forest in the Waldo Lake-Maiden 

Peak area. This year, we began our work with the U.S. Congress 

for the designation of additional Wilderness and Forest 

the sierra Club worked diligently this year for 

the protection of oregon’s forests, deserts, and 

wildlife. We continued our work to preserve old-

growth forests both east and west of the Cascades, 

advocated for new protections for high desert 

wilderness, and made real progress toward the 

protection of our state forests.

Indeed, 2014 was another banner year for the iconic state forests 

on Oregon’s north coast, as we secured the formal designation 

of over 100,000 acres of High Value Conservation Areas on  

the Tillamook & Clatsop State Forests. Statewide, over 140,000 

acres, including streamside riparian areas and large areas of 

complex forest, are now protected under this designation. This 

means better management for conservation values including 

fish & wildlife habitat, clean water, and low-impact recreation 

opportunities. These protections will also play a crucial role 

in providing carbon-sequestering, biodiverse forests and will 

mitigate climate change.

 

The Sierra Club continues to work hard to ensure that these 

newly designated areas are protected over the long term and 

are part of the Board of Forestry’s new plan that will dictate the 

stewardship of the Tillamook, Clatsop, and Santiam State Forests. 

The Board has promised a plan that improves the financial 

viability of the Oregon Department of Forestry and improves 

conservation outcomes. We will remain vigilant to make certain 

that conservation remains a priority for our north coast forests.



Conservation Areas around Waldo Lake to protect it from 

logging and motorized vehicle use, while continuing to allow 

use of the area’s trails by mountain bikers and trail running 

groups. To gain increased media attention and public support 

for protecting the area, we hosted a successful tour and series 

of speaking events with Sierra Club executive director Michael 

Brune and former executive director Mike McCloskey. We plan 

to continue this momentum and we are expecting to see major 

progress on our Keep Waldo Wild campaign in 2015!

 

In western Oregon, among other issues, we’ve been heavily 

engaged in efforts to combat plans to cut massive amounts of 

timber out of the publicly owned Oregon and California Railroad 

Lands (O&C). After a misguided bill from Representatives 

DeFazio, Schrader, and Walden passed the U.S. House in 2013, 

Senator Wyden introduced his own O&C legislation in 2014 that 

similarly seeks to unsustainably increase logging in these forests 

while also shortcutting key federal environmental laws and 

providing inadequate protections for fish and wildlife. We will 

continue working with allies in Oregon and Washington, D.C. to 

either improve that legislation or ensure that it does not pass.

 

Finally, we continued our work to secure lasting protections 

for Oregon’s high desert jewels, such as the unprotected 2 

million-acre Owyhee Canyonlands. We are hopeful that in 2015 

this remote and beautiful corner of Oregon can receive greater 

protection as either a national monument or federally designated 

wilderness area. We’ll continue working with our coalition 

partners in this critical work over the coming year.

GORDON LEVITT  ~  Rock climber. Student. Strategizer. 

Currently working toward a Juris Doctorate at the University of 

Oregon, Gordon somehow finds time to work on the Hardesty 

Wildlands Conservation Campaign. He is passionate about 

engaging local groups with conservation issues and fostering 

participation in local hikes. He has worked with Our Children’s 

Trust, helping represent young people through legislation that 

engages government to take action in creating atmospheric 

recovery plans, and is also 

working with a local campaign 

in Eugene to develop a carbon 

budget plan for neutrality by 

2020. Thanks for all you do, 

Gordon!

MERIEL DARZEN  ~  Trail runner. Litigator. Researcher. 

Meriel works extensively on forest projects in the Deschutes and 

Ochoco National Forests. Using her legal background, Meriel 

follows forest policy litigation and files comments and objections 

concerning forest protection and trail developments. Most 

recently Meriel has collaborated with additional environmental 

groups to write comments against the proposed Ochoco 

Summit Trail Project — a proposal to designate trails though 

sensitive wilderness for off-

road vehicle use. Additionally, 

Meriel is helping to revise the 

Blue Mountain Forest Plan and 

is currently drafting federal 

legislation for the Waldo 

Campaign. Thank you for all 

your hard work, Meriel!

volunteeR spotliGHt



over the past year, the oregon Chapter of the 

sierra Club has continued our work to secure a 

clean energy future for oregon, our nation, and the 

planet. We have worked to support the expansion 

of energy efficiency programs for homes, schools, 

and businesses statewide. We’ve made it easier for 

sierra Club members and others to switch to solar 

energy and reduce their electricity bills. And we were 

heavily engaged in work to stop the export of dirty 

and dangerous fossil fuels from oregon, including a 

major victory over a planned coal export terminal.

B U I L D I N G  A  R E N E W A B L E  F U T U R E

Building upon our work in the state legislature last year to 

pass a bill extending Oregon’s current solar pilot program, 

this year we engaged heavily in efforts to influence the Public 

Utility Commission’s recommendations about expanding the 

production of solar power throughout the state. Though those 

recommendations ultimately failed to provide the visionary 

framework for solar development we need for Oregon, the report 

did set the stage for an even stronger push from the Sierra Club 

and our conservation partners in the 2015 legislative session to 

incentivize distributed renewable energy projects. Additionally, 

we continued our partnership with Oregon-based solar installers 

RS Energy and Imagine Energy through our “Go Solar with 

the Sierra Club” program. This program provides Sierra Club 

members and supporters with low cost solar installation options, 

as well as energy saving products like radiant heating, heat 

pump water heaters, and geothermal technologies. 

 

We also continued our energy efficient homes program with our 

partners at the High Road Contractors and Community Alliance 

and Laborers’ International Union. This program helps Sierra 

Club members get a home energy remodel by connecting them 

with companies that are committed to providing family wage 

jobs while performing the highest quality work to make homes 

more comfortable and energy efficient.

 

B L O C K I N G  F O S S I L  F U E L  E X P O R T S

In addition to these efforts to reduce Oregon’s greenhouse gas 

emissions and clean up our energy supply, we are working to 

prevent Oregon from becoming an exporter of dirty fossil fuels 

like coal, oil, and liquefied natural gas (LNG). None of these are 

mined or produced in Oregon, but our ports, rail lines, rivers, 

and communities have been targeted by an unprecedented 

wave of fossil fuel export plans from some of the world’s largest 

energy companies.

 

B E Y O N D  N AT U R A L  G A S

For years, the Sierra Club battled and defeated proposals to 

develop LNG import terminals in sensitive coastal areas that 

would have required hundreds of miles of gas pipelines crossing 

innumerable rivers and streams, old-growth forests, and private 

and public lands. Today, two companies are vigorously working 

to obtain permits to build LNG export terminals and pipelines  

seCuRinG ouR CleAn eneRGy FutuRe



near Astoria and Coos Bay and use them to ship American 

natural gas overseas. We are weighing in with the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission, U.S. Department of Energy, and other 

administrative agencies in efforts to have the permits denied. 

Working with the Sierra Club’s national Beyond Natural Gas 

campaign, we will continue to be active in both nationwide and 

local efforts to prevent LNG exports.

Oregon is just one of many areas around the country where 

gas companies have proposed to export U.S. gas reserves, 

made abundant and cheap by controversial “fracking” drilling 

technologies that have polluted groundwater in many states. In 

2014, the Sierra Club led an effort with our coalition partners to 

create an important document showing the true environmental 

impacts of natural gas. This white paper fundamentally  

challenges any assertion that natural gas can be a “bridge fuel”  

or is a preferable or less-bad alternative to using other fossil  

fuels for energy production.

 

B E Y O N D  C O A L

Coal export proposals for Oregon and Washington have emerged 

as some of the most visible environmental issues in the region,  

and the Sierra Club has led the fight against them in recent years. 

In 2014, we focused attention on the coal export facilities planned 

for the Port of Morrow, near Boardman on the Columbia River, and 

for Longview, Washington, just across the Columbia from Rainier, 

Oregon. Both of these facilities would bring coal by train or barge 

through the Columbia River Gorge, and would export enough 

coal to drastically increase Oregon’s greenhouse gas emissions, 

undermining our progress toward our clean energy goals. 

 

We achieved many milestones this year in our work to stop 

these coal export facilities. First, in April, Governor John 

Kitzhaber publicly expressed his strong opposition to allowing 

any coal to be exported through Oregon. Then in August the 

Oregon Department of State Lands denied a critical permit for 

a proposed coal dock for the Morrow Pacific terminal. Finally, 

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced in September 

that it too would stop the permitting process for the Morrow 

Pacific facility. So while the battle over this terminal isn’t over 

yet, we hope that 2015 will see the end of that proposal. 

Whatever happens, we will remain vigilant in our fight to stop 

these ill-advised and irresponsible proposals and we will need 

your voice and your support if we are to succeed.

leGislAtive updAte
The frantic 2014 “short session” of the Oregon Legislature 

was a mixed bag, and from an environmental perspective 

was without any significant advances or setbacks. However, 

the 2015 legislative session promises to be much more 

productive and we are already working with our partners in 

the conservation committee to address some important and 

pressing issues, including protecting the Elliott State Forest, 

passing a state version of the National Environmental Policy 

Act (NEPA), weaning our utilities from coal, and paving the 

way for more solar energy in Oregon. We have big plans for 

our work in the state capitol next year. Be sure to sign up for 

our email newsletter so we can keep you updated and ask  

for your help and your voice along the way.
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mission & GoAls
The Sierra Club’s Oregon Chapter has worked to protect 

Oregon’s environment and natural resources since 1978. 

Today our conservation priorities include protecting Oregon’s 

wild forests and high deserts, stopping the development of 

liquefied natural gas pipelines and terminals, and moving 

Oregon to produce clean energy rather than relying on dirty 

coal as an electricity source.

Our program work involves efforts to influence legislative and 

administrative decisions, as well as political elections, that 

impact Oregon’s environment. We also conduct a wide array 

of activities that engage members and the general public in 

efforts to explore, enjoy, and protect our shared environment, 

including outdoor hikes, service activities, community forums, 

and research efforts.

FinAnCiAls
The Oregon Chapter’s fiscal year runs from January 1 to 

December 31. The income and expense figures denoted 

to the right are estimates based on the Oregon Chapter’s 

previous 12 month actuals.

WHo We ARe & WHAt We do



tHe people
OREGON ChApTER ExECuTIVE COMMITTEE

Larry Pennington, Chair

Amanda Caffall, Vice-Chair

Russ Rotondi, Secretary

Harry Anderton, Treasurer

Amy Baird

Bruce Encke

Mary Fifield

ChApTER & REGIONAL STAff 

Brian Pasko, Chapter Director

Rhett Lawrence, Conservation Director

Chris Smith, State Forest Organizer

Hilary Shohoney, Administrative Assistant

Cesia Kearns, Beyond Coal Campaign Representative

Laura Stevens, Beyond Coal Campaign Organizer

Amy Hojnowski, Beyond Coal Campaign Representative

The Oregon Chapter’s Executive Committee 

functions as our Board of Directors. Annually, 

our members play an important role in selecting this 

leadership team. please vote in this year’s elections 

using the included ballot and envelope, which must  

be received by December 31, 2014. 

GREG JACOB  ~  Professor. Backpacker. 

World traveler. Currently working on 

the “Great Places Program” and the “I 

Heart Water Campaign,” Greg is a true 

champion for Oregon’s environment. In 

addition to his other efforts, Greg has 

been an active contributor to the Club’s 

work in protecting the Tillamook and Clatsop State Forests, 

attending public meetings, writing Op-Eds, and exploring 

newly designated conservation areas. A retired English 

professor from Portland State University, Greg enjoys 

backpacking in Mt. Hood and Olympic National Forests, and 

serving as president of the Columbia-Pacific chapter of the 

Finlandia Foundation. Thank you, Greg!

RuSTICA CARLOS  ~  Flyfisher. 

Traveler. Desert lover. Rustica is 

passionate about preserving the 

high desert ecosystem in eastern 

Oregon and as a certified outings 

leader she organizes and leads 

hikes and camping trips through the 

high desert including the Owyhee Rendezvous campout. 

In the last few years Rustica has been organizing events, 

including a photo exhibit for the 50th anniversary of the 

Wilderness Act that highlighted Sierra Club member photos 

of wilderness areas that are not yet protected. She is proud 

of these well-attended SC events, and expresses her thanks 

for all the volunteers who work with her. In her free time she 

enjoys hiking in the high desert, fly fishing, and traveling 

internationally. Thanks for all your work, Rustica!

volunteeR spotliGHt

Logan Gilles

Ted Gleichman

John Krallman

Mary Moerlins

Sally Nunn

Bob Palzer

Gretchen Valido



youR GiFt mAtteRs
The Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club survives and thrives on 

the generosity of people just like you. As you’ve read in this 

report, Oregon’s environment will face many significant threats 

in the year ahead, and the Sierra Club needs your financial 

support so that we can continue to protect the health and 

environment of our home state.

While your membership in the Sierra Club helps support 

important national programs and our lobbying efforts in 

Washington D.C., we also need your help here in Oregon. We 

guarantee that 100% of your gift to the Oregon Chapter will be 

spent right here in your home state and will be used to protect 

Oregon’s forests and high deserts and to strengthen Oregon’s 

renewable energy future. Please consider using the enclosed 

envelope to make a gift to the Oregon Chapter today in an 

amount that is meaningful and significant to you.

A Will is A WAy
Not everyone can make a large gift to protect the environment 

during their lifetime, but you can create a lasting legacy by 

remembering the Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club in your 

will. By creating a charitable bequest to the Oregon Chapter, 

you remain in control of your assets during your lifetime and 

help protect Oregon’s environment for generations to come. 

And planning now may make your gift more meaningful and 

reduce taxes on your estate. We can help you navigate the 

many gift-giving options available and help you tailor your 

gift to meet your needs. We can even provide specific estate 

planning language and suggestions to you or your advisors.

Help WHile you WoRK 
The Oregon Chapter of the Sierra 

Club is a proud member of EarthShare 

Oregon. EarthShare helps over 70 

Oregon conservation organizations connect with people in 

their workplace, making it easy for people to give to the  

Sierra Club and our conservation partners through their  

regular paychecks.

What does this mean for you? If you work for the State of 

Oregon, the federal government, Kaiser Permanente, NW 

Natural, PGE, or one of more than 100 other employers, you 

can make a regular donation from your paycheck that benefits 

your favorite Oregon conservation groups, including the 

Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club. EarthShare’s workplace 

giving options make it easy for you to share responsibility for 

stewarding Oregon’s environmental legacy. If your workplace  

is not currently involved in an EarthShare giving campaign,  

we can help you set one up.

For more information about planned giving or work place 

giving, please call us at 503-238-0442 or email at oregon.

chapter@sierraclub.org.

you CAn Help



volunteeR spotliGHt
ELAINE WOOD  ~  Hiker. Teacher. 

Organizer. With a background in 

teaching and union organizing, 

Elaine has been instrumental in 

advocating for salmon in timber 

sales negotiations and in increasing 

participation in Club events in 

the Grants Pass area. She enjoys 

and succeeds at promoting a positive image for the Sierra 

Club through community events and hikes throughout 

the gorgeous southern Oregon forests. Elaine wishes to 

thank all the hardworking people who attend meetings 

and community events and aims to inspire more grassroots 

efforts throughout her region. Thank you, Elaine!

AuDREY CAINES  ~  Urban farmer. 

Educator. Herbalist. Audrey has been  

a powerful force in promoting the 

Sierra Club through social media, 

connecting a diverse group of people 

to conservation work and outdoor 

adventuring. Last year Audrey helped 

put on a variety of educational events, 

brought people together for guest 

lecture events, and was instrumental 

in creating the beautiful and bountiful garden space at 

the Sierra Club office in Portland. An avid medical herbalist 

and urban farmer, Audrey brings energy and passion to 

school, community gardens, and outdoor engagement 

activities. Thank you, Audrey!

exploRinG & pRoteCtinG

Every year volunteers across Oregon lead hundreds of Sierra 

Club outings to Oregon’s special places, helping fulfill our 

mission to “explore, enjoy, and protect” the planet. Of note 

are the dozens of outings led by our High Desert, State 

Forest, Eastside campaign committees, which are designed 

to educate the public and to recruit new volunteers to help 

us advance these important conservation initiatives.
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We’re on Facebook and Twitter, 

and we use MeetUp to facilitate 

many of our outings. We also produce a regular digital 

newsletter, the Oregon Update. These emails are full of 

great information about events, activities, actions, and other 

happenings with the Oregon Sierra Club. To subscribe, 

visit our website or send us your email address using the 

enclosed envelope.

oReGon.sieRRAClub.oRG 
503-238-0442

ConneCt WitH us!

Get involved!
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As you page through this annual report, you’ll discover that 

we have a lot of work to do in the coming year to protect 

the Oregon we all know and love. If you share the Sierra 

Club’s vision for our home state, please consider giving us 

some of your time in the year ahead. There are so many 

ways to get involved no matter where in Oregon you live.

The Sierra Club is the nation’s oldest and largest grassroots 

organization for a reason; our volunteers are an integral 

part of everything we do. Whether you’re interested in 

participating in a regularly scheduled hike, attending one 

of our many program nights, tabling at an event, helping 

fundraise, or just lending your handy skills around the  

office, there’s a place for you! You can learn more about  

our events and activities at www.oregon.sierraclub.org. 

And we encourage you to take a minute to fill out our 

online volunteer form. This form helps us connect you  

with volunteer opportunities that best fit your skills and 

interests. Thank you for getting involved. Our success depends  

on people like you.


